Macro- and microvascular disease in systemic sclerosis.
Vasculopathy is common in patients with connective tissue disease and can be directly implicated in the pathogenesis of the disease. Systemic sclerosis is an auto-immune multiorgan connective tissue disorder characterized by fibrosis of the skin and visceral organs and vascular disease. Micro- and macro-vessels are a direct target of the disease. In this review, we present the various clinical manifestations of the vasculopathy that can be present in SSc patients, and then discuss the various aspects of the pathophysiology of the vascular disorders.